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UNSBARCHABLE RICHES OF OHRIST. 
Ernestans ii. 8.—Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is 


this grace given, that I should preach among the gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. 

























To one, whose experience has not taught him what is meant bythe 
“life of God in the soul,” Paul’s expressions of humility will savor 
either of extravagance or affectation. For, whether we judge of him by 
his native genius, his literary attainments, or the depth and fervor of his 
piety, he was unquestionably the greatest of the apostles, And yet, he 
speaks of himself as “ unworthy to be called an apostle”—as “the chief 
of sinners”—and as unfit to be classed with “ the least of all saints.” 

So deep and thorough was his self-abasement! for, in all this, he was 
sincere, and well knew that he deserved neither the applause of men, nor . 
the favor of God. 4 

And yet, when his apostolic character was assailed* by false teachers 4 
(who would have broken down his influence), he was not backward to 
vindicate himself from their aspersions. It was a character that he had 
assumed in obedience to God, and it was a duty he owed to God to main- 
tain its dignity, and affirm himself to be “ not a whit behind the very chief- 
est apostles.” But while as a commissioned servant of the Most High, ; 
he would “ magnify his office”—as a sinner, indebted to grace alone for ” 
salvation, he felt and acknowledged himself to be exceeding vile. : 

The most eminent saints have ever been distinguished for humility. 
Says one of the fathers—‘ Those boughs of the fruit-bearing tree that 
are most heavily laden, will hang the lowest; so, those Christians that 
most abound in the fruits of holiness, will be most humble. Agreeably to 
this, we find nowhere stronger expressions of self-abasement, than those 
from the lips of Abraham, Jacob, Job, Moses, David, Isaiah, and other 
patriarchs and prophets. : 

But he who brings forth no fruit unto God, carries himself erect 
the world—proclaims everywhere his beneficence, his integrity, his ten- 
der compassion, and his prayers, and boasts of a thousand services that he 
Vou. VIIL.—3 
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renders to God and to man, with as much self-complacency as if he had 
nothing to be ashamed of. But alas! he knows nothing yet, as he ought 
to know, either of his own heart, or of the grace of God,—for he com- 
pares himself, not with the divine law—the only infallible standard—but 
with a standard fréittied by his own imagination. Hence his false judg- 
ment of his own character, and the character of others. Hence, to him, 
the apparent affectation or extravagance of the Christian’s language, 
when he confesses himself a sinner, deserving only of death. He cannot 
comprehend it—he cannot believe it sincere. 

But let him only consent to bring forth fruit unto holiness, nd to serve 
God with half the zeal he serves the world, and the darkness in which 
he is enveloped will be dispersed, and he will understand both the ery of 
the leper, and the prayer of the publican. 

I am not now to discuss the validity of the claim urged by the apostle 
to the honor and authority of an ambassador for Christ; nor to vindicate 
the commission under which he carried the glad tidings of the gospel to 
the gentiles: He wished it to be understood distinctly, that he did not 
preach without authority—nor extend his labors beyond the pale of the 
ancient church, without positive instructions to do so. And he labored 
much to establish these points, because his character was traduced by 
those who envied his success, or were hostile to the truth. 

But my wish is to direct your attention to the chief theme of his 
preaching—d theme never to be exhausted—and not fully to be compre- 
hended by finite minds, while eternity endures— 

‘THE UNSEARCHABLE RICHES OF CHRIST. 

Though the glories of the plan of redemption are incomprehensible— 
we are not forbidden to draw near, and look into them. Angels are“our 
fellow-servants ; and desires that angels indulge are not unlawful to ug. ; 

‘The unsearchableness of these riches will appear, if we consider, I. 
Whose they are: II. Their nature: III. Their extent: 1V. The manner 
of their communication. 

I. Whose they are. We know that “in Christ are hid all the trea- 
sures of wisdom and knowledge.” We know that “in him dwelleth all 
the fulness of the godhead bodily :” that “he is the head of all princi- 
palities and powers, of all might and dominion, and of every name that is 
named, not only in this world, but in that which is to come.” We know 


, that “ by him all things were created that are in heaven and that are in 


earth, whether they be thrones or dominions, principalities or powers—all 
things were created by him and for him—and he is before all things, and 
by him all things consist.” 

Until we are able to comprehend the infinite perfections of the Creator, 
we shall not be able to explore the riches of Christ. “Can any by search- 
ing find out God? Can any find out the Almighty to perfection?” But 
Christ is God—over all—blessed for ever ! 

Elsewhere, the “ riches of Christ” are denominated “the riches of his 
goodness ;” and it is with peculiar emphasis that the compassion and grace 
of Christ are styled“ unsearchable.” For who can fathom the love-of 
Jesus! Who can scan its heights, or explore its depths, or measure its 
length and breadth? All other love is finite—this is infinite: all other 


love is inspired by some deserving object—this is self-originated, and 
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seeks the happiness of the ill-deserving. Surely “it is love that passeth 
knowledge !” 

God so loved the world—a world dead in trespasses and sins—that he 
gave his Son, his only-begotten and well-beloved Son, to die for its re 
demption! And his Son so loved the world, that he gave himself to the 
accursed death of the cross for our deliverance from everlasting condem- 
nation ! ; 

Had the world for ever sunk under the load of its guilt, the glory of 
God had not been tarnished, nor his happiness diminished: for his entire 
independence precludes the possibility of injurious results to his gov- 
ernment from the‘ffist punishment of offenders. Nor was he under obli- 
gations, arising from the relations in which his rebellious offspring evood 
to him, to show them favor. By throwing off their allegiance, and putting 
themselves in array against him, they had annihilated every claim on his 
forbearance. And when he devised a scheme of mercy, and proceeded to 
put it into execution, he displayed those “ riches of goodness,” which not 
the most enlarged of, created minds can comprehend. ‘Truly, here is an 
ocean without bottom or shore—here is love, whose riches are “ past find- 
ing out.” Consider, 

Il. The nature of these riches. By this, I mean, their influence on 
human character, and the relation they bear to human happiness. “ Christ 
is made of God unto us,” saith the apostle—* wisdom, righteousness, 
sanctification, and redemption.” 

He is the prophet of the world—he delivers men from their ignorance, 
acquaints them with the true character of God, the spirituality and extent 
of his law, their own fallen state, the relation in which they stand to their 
Creator, and the duties they owe to him, and to each other. He makes 
them know the insufficiency of their own works of righteousness, to 
secure their salvation—the necessity of a new birth—their dependence 
on the Sovereign mercy of God—and their inevitable condition after death, 
if found impenitent. ; 

On all these subjects, Christ is the only true and authoritative teacher, 
and the world is in darkness in regard to them all, wherever his instruc- 
tions are not enjoyed. 

He is the great atoning sacrifice of the world. A conviction is very 
deeply wrought in~the human mind everywhere that some satisfaction 
must be made to God for sin. Hence, the pagan submits to bodily torture, 
or destroys the children of his body, and perhaps lays down his life. 
Hence the follower of the false prophet denies himself many coveted luxuries 
—performs a long and dreary pilgrimage to Mecca, and submits to various 
penances and mortifications. And hence the nominal Christian repeats 
his devotional forms, observes his fasts, endows religious establishments, 
purchases indulgences, and calls for the “ extreme unction”—all to render 
God propitious ! 

But, saith the apostle, “ Christ is the propitiation for our sins ; ‘and not 
fur ours only, but for the sins,of the whole world.” By the shedding of his 
blood, he hath wrought out a righteousness which God can accept, and in 
virtue of it, treat as holy all who believe. “ Without the shedding of 
jblood, there is no remission ;” and, “that he might sanctify the people 
with his own blood, Jesus suffered without the gate.” He was offered, 








that he might bear the sins of many, and purge the conscience from dead 
works, to serve the living God.” Nor “is it possible, that the blood of 
bulls and of goats should take away sin; but we are sanctified through 
the offering of Jesus Christ, once for all.” 

He is the Ruler of the world. The government is on his shoulders, 
and shall never end. By his wisdom and power in the administration of 
affairs, good is brought out of evil, and order out of confusion. The rage 
of the heathen, and the vain imaginations of the people, are made to 
subserve his glory, and the happiness of his chosen. No weapon 
formed against Zion can prosper, for he carrieth the counsels of the 
wicked headlong—breaketh their arrows, and turnethi##hem back, ashamed 
and confounded. A thousand tongues may be whetted for lies—a thou- 
sand volumes of error may be sent abroad—a thousand hands may be 
raised to oppose the progress of truth—but all will be overruled for the 
wider diffusion of the spirit of piety, for the more effectual overthrow 
of opposition, and for the firmer establishment of the kingdom that shall 
comprehend all the kingdoms of the world. 

Now who can measure that grace which relieves a world of immortal 
beings from a mass of ignorance, that otherwise must have placed them 
beyond the reach of hope? Who can measure that grace which rescues 


a world of rebels from the grasp of a violated law, by pouring forth the. 


blood of the Son of God to meet its demands, and carrying him from the 
tomb to the right-hand of the throne, to make continual i 
And who can measure the grace that interposes to obviate assault 
of earth or hell, on the subjects of redeeming mercy—confounding every 
evil machination, and crowning the head, bound like the bulrush, with 
victory and honor for ever !—Surely, in the language of the apostle, * We 
need to be strengthened with might in the inner man, according to the 
riches of his glory, that we may be able to comprehend what is the 
breadth and length and depth and height of this love of Christ. “ It is high 
as heaven, what canst thou do! deeper than hell, what canst thou know ?” 
Consider, 

IIL. The extent of these riches. And here we may contemplate them, 
both in their duration, and the numbers who share them. 


1. In their duration. All other riches perish with the using ; and the, 


gratifications they procure are no sooner enjoyed than gone for ever. 

But the riches of Christ are eternal. Though they take hold on this 
world, they flow onward through everlasting ages. Here, they secure the 
presence of God, and the pleasures of hope ; they protect the soul from 
a thousand dangers—carry it in safety through many a long and gloomy 
storm— inspire unconquerable fortitude under trials—give peace and com- 
posure in the darkest scenes, and fill the mind with well-founded anticipa- 
tions of future happiness. But hereafter, faith will be absorbed in vision, 
and hope lost in actual enjoyment. The believer shall find a mansion 
provided for him in his Father’s house—an inheritance that no power can 
pluck from his hand, a kingdom that never shall be moved. And who can 
read of the house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens—the holy 
city, whence sin and sorrow shall be for ever banished—and of the seraphic 
employments of the redeemed about the throne, and not acknowledge that 
the “riches” by which the whole is procured, are “ unsearchable!” But, 
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2: Vast numbers will share these blessings. “A multitude that ‘no 
fhan’can number” will s Mount Zion, having palms in their hands, 
and tuning their harps to th ise of redeeming mercy. And it is 
from one favored spot on this wide world—it is not from some one Sin 
guished community, nor from a single generation—but from all n 
tongues, and kindreds under heaven, that the great congregation is made 

. There will be found the Scythian and the barbarian, the bond and 
the free ; there will the learned and the unlearned, the rich and the poor, 
the high and the low, the mighty and the feeble, sit down together at the 
same banquet of love! 

Think not that the blood of Jesus is insufficient to wash away the sins 
ofso many. A world might wash in that fountain, and be clean. Nor is 
it the crimson stains of a Manasseh, nor the filthiness of a Mary Magdalen, 
nor the persecuting spirit of a Saul of Tarsus, that can resist the efficacy 
of that blood. “Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.” “ Whosoever will, let him come.” It is not 
the amount of guilt that may have been accumulated—it is not the dead- 
liness of the wounds that sin may have inflicted, nor is it the late period 
to which repentance may have been already deferred, that can bar us 
from a share in the riches of Christ, if we are now ready to accept them. 
No,—it is nothing but our own reluctance to be indebted to those riches, 
that can deprive us of any blessing that atoning blood hath purchased, and 
free grace offered. 

Where then is the sinner who feels himself more unworthy and hell- 
deserving than any other? Where the sinner who, under the crushing 

of recollections of the past, looks on the future as one wide field 
of darkness and despair ?—let him look unto Jesus! The question shall 
not be asked him, “ What have you done?” nor “ where have you been?” 
But crying, “ Lord, save or I perish,”—he shall have it said to him, “ Fear 
not, it is my Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” Are not 
the riches of such love past finding out !—O the unsearchable grace 
that proposed the recovery of a world lying in wickedness! Consider, 

IV. The manner of their communication'to the soul. Strange it is; but 
not the less true, that there is a universal reluctance on the part of mankind 
to accept of blessings that have cost so much in their purchase, and are 
yet so freely offered. ‘The gospel finds men everywhere “dead in tres- 
passes and sins ;” and “ He who is the chief among ten thousand” is, to 
their eye, like “a root ont of dry ground, without form or comeliness.” 

Nor is there any manifestation of his glory, or demonstration of his au- 
thority, that can urge home his claims on the heart with ov 
effect." He may heal the sick, and raise the dead, and command the 
stormy elements to repose; nay more, he may yield his life amid the 
convulsions of sympathizing nature, and pour forth his compassion on his 
enemies in the agonies of death—and all will not prevail over the obdu- 
racy of the heart—all will not bend the stubborn will to the acknowledg- 
ment of his claims. Thousands witnessed this awful scene, and yielded 
to no relentings. Millions have heard again and again the story of- Cal- 
vary’s bleeding sufferer, and even though they may have dropped a pass- 
ing tear, the next moment has stifled their sensibilities, and and tated hea 
down the stteam of earthly cares and vanities. 















What then can render the riches of Christ availing? I answer, 
1. The sovereign purpose and grace of Much as may have bees 
objected against the sovereignty of Divine graée, there is no doctrine taught 
in Seripture more clearly, none that is more rational, nor, to the devout 
spirit, more comforting. It is indeed, when justly understood, the strong pil- 
lar on which the convinced sinner leans, and directs the eye of hope towards 
heaven. While a willing captive of Satan, an enemy of God, and a child 
of disobedience—whence shall holy dispositions arise? Whence those 
mighty motives come, that shall overwhelm the opposition of the soul, 
and reduce its rebellious powers into sweet submission? Can human 
effort extract good from evil, light from darkness, or love from hatred? 
No, brethren—and unless the purpose of God be formed, and his mighty 
power exerted, there is no hope of the salvation of a single sinner. 

And then, if this power be put forth, who shall determine to what ex- 
tent? Who shall say what proportion shall be made willing, and what 
proportion shall be left to themselves? Has man wisdom enough to de- 
cide such a question? Or, had he wisdom, has he benevolence enough? 

Men please themselves, with the imagination, that had they the power, 
they would render all beings happy—but no dream of the night was ever 
more empty than this. Do such men actually contribute to the happiness 
of their fellow-men in proportion to their power ? 

O let me not fall into the hands of men, but into the hands of God! 
With all his sovereignty, God is holy—he is good—he can do no wrong; 
but man, vain man, invested with this prerogative, would prove but an 
almighty tyrant, treading on the necks of his fellows, and seattering 
everywhere firebrands, arrows, and death. Of little worth are the dream- 
ing speculations of men, concerning what is right for a God of infinite 
benevolence to do! Of little value are those reasonings by which man 
would prove God arbitrary and unjust, if he “have mercy. on whom 
he will have mercy, and compassion on whom he will have compassion.” 

No! the only hope that any man will ever cease from rebellion against 
his Maker, lies in that sovereign purpose of God, by which some are “chosen 
from before the foundation of the world to be holy, and without blame 
before him in love.” ‘These counsels are “ unsearchable” indeed; and . 
equally unsearchable are the “ riches of Christ,” in which they originate. 

These “ riches” are rendered availing, 

2.. By the operations of the Holy Spirit. .“ Ye must be born again.” 
“That which is born of the flesh, is flesh; and that which is born of the 
Spirit, is spirit.” If the “love of God be shed abroad” in any heart, it 
is “ by the Holy Ghost.” If any “ abound in hope,” it is “ by the power 
of the Holy Ghost.” If any are “ washed and sanctified,” it is “by the 
Spirit of our God.” And if God says of any man, “ my Spirit shall no 
longer strive with him,” he is sealed over to destruction. 

But how operates the Holy Spirit? Christ answers, “The wind 
bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst 
not tell whence it cometh nor whither it goeth; so is everyone that is 
born of the Spirit.” His mode of operation is unsearchable—it lies 
without the range of legitimate inquiry, and baffles every effort of the 
mightiest human intellect. It is enough for us to know the fact—to 
throw ourselves into the arms of the Divine influence, to obey the-com- 
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mand, “ Quench not the,Spirit,” and to “ oe eT that however 
unsearchable the riches of Christ, they are infallibly secured to all that 
are “ born again.” a 

They are rendered availing, 

3. By faith and repentance. “ He that believeth shall be saved; he 
that believeffy not shall be damned.” “ Repent, and your sins shall be 
blotted out.” . These are the fixed and unalterable terms of salvation, 
And yet, to the eye of proud, unenlightened reason, there seems no special 
adaptedness in them to the end to be secured. Faith in Christ forms no 
equivalent for the transgression of God's law ; repentance can make no 
satisfaction for sin. Nay, they® were not appointed for such an end. 
The only. equivalent is found in the blood of the Son of God. » “ He has 
magnified the law, and made it honorable ;” and God now says to the 
sinner —repent—believe—dving this, you acknowledge your impotency— 
your absolute dependence—the purity and perfection of the law you have 
broken, and the justice with which you might be thrust down to hell—and 
also, that if saved at all, you are saved by grace alone. Acknowledg». 
ments like these honor God, abase the sinner, and furnish overwhelming © 
testimony to the evils of transgression, and the value of holiness, 

Men ofien contend that these terms are unreasonable, und that their 
own works of righteousness are of sufficient value, and ought to be 
acceptable to God. But if men were justified by their works, would they 
not naturally regard those works as an equivalent for transgression ? 
Would theyynot have more occasion than now, to say, “the law of God 
is nothi jough we have broken it, we can repair the injury—though 
we have dishonored God, we can yet honor him again, and blot out the 

t, and secure salvation, as if we had never sinned?” But let a prin- 
ciple like this be admitted, and the love of God would at once be broken 
down, his government would be prostrated at the feet of rebels, and uni- 
versal misery would be the result. Yet carnal reason strongly inclines to 
this method of justification, and nothing is more commun than to hear it 
affirmed, that God is more honored by the good works of the sinner, than 
by any measure of penitence and faith. : 

Here then, behold the unsearchableness of the riches of Christ. “Not- 
withstanding the decisions of darkened reason, God declares that salva- 
tion shall be obtained only by that faith and repentance, which possess no 
virtue that will counterbalange the evils of transgression. » Nothing in the 
shape of an equivalent is demanded of the sinner. He has only. to be- 
lieve the testimony of God ; to cover himself with the robe of righteous- 
ness prepared for him; to confess, “1 am a sinful man, O Lord,”—and 
submit to the decision of infinite wisdom and mercy on his character 
and fyture condition. 

From such a state of mind, thdre will flow a systematic and thorough 
obedience to the will of God. Indeed, there is nothing that has such 
power as this. principle of faith, to subdue the whole soul to God’s author- 
ity—nothing like it, to subdue the opposition of the heart, to-inspire zeal 
for the conversion of the world, and excite effurt for the accomplishment 
of. all God’s purposes, “s 

Such are the riches of Christ, in their communication to the soul; and 
are they not unsearchable ? : 


\ 
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REFLECTIONS. 

1. If such are the riches of Christ, how great the Sep eae 
set them at naught ? 

Behold a treasure, vast as infinity, durable as eadalapestethy offered 
to the acceptance of a ruined world! Behold a salvation from all evil— 
assured protection through Jife, firm support in death, unfading glory be- 
yond the grave! All that Almighty power can do—all that infinite wis- 
dom can devise—all that boundless compassion can proffer to man-for 
his happiness, is pledged to every sinner who shall, in penitence, believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ! And yet, 

By the multitude of mankind, all this is despised. Why? Because 
sordid attachments to earth must be broken—giddy pleasures must be 
abandoned—mammon must be sacrificed, and the smiles of God’s enemies 
must be-dispensed with! Yes! for the favor of the world: (veahyreme 
vexation of spirit, at its best estate), the love of God must be re 
and every just hope of heaven renounced ! 

And yet, O sinner! what enjoy you, even of this world, more that 
the believer? Are you rich? But many a child of God, dependent on 
cold charity, enjoys the world better than you do. Are you taking your 
fillof pleasure? But the Christian, weeping beneath his'own crushing 
afflictions, looks on you with pity, and would sooner die a thousand deaths 
than change conditions with you. He has a share in the “ unsearchable 
riches of Christ ;” his treasures and joys are held in reversion in a better 
world ; and even now, he has frequent earnests of them, that afford un- 
speakable delight amid life’s chequered scenes. But when he shall reach 
his home, and sit down in his Father’s house—when he shall look back 
on the toils and the discipline of this world, and then forward to the ever 
increasing bliss of eternity, think you he will regret the loss of your 
short-lived enjoyments? Sometimes Christians are pronounced fools ; but 
where folly or where wisdom lies in the case before us, let the disclosures 
of the unsearchable riches of Christ determine. 

2. If such are the riches of Christ, how groundless the apprehensions 
of some, that they are insufficient to meet the wants of all who may de- 
sire them. 

His fulness is infinite; and “ whosoever will,” may “come and take 
the water of life freely.” Whoever is willing to “ break off his sins by right- 
eousness,” and to serve God with humility, will find no want of readiness 
in Christ to receive him. “Behold the Lamb of God, who taketh away 
the sins of the world!” His “blood cleanseth from all sin,”——not the 
least only, but the greatest. Only come to him, as diseased sinners, and 
he will make you whole,—as hungry and thirsty, and he will fill you with 
good things,—as hell-deserving sinners, and he will raise you to thrones 
of glory. Lose no time on the inquiry, “ how may I qualify myself tobe 
accepted?” No other qualification is demanded, than that conviction of 
personal vileness that shall lead you to cast yourself at his feet, and 
commit your soul, for time and eternity, to his disposal. This is 
and to this, eternal-life is pledged by the immutable truth of God. 

Come then, fellow-sinner—yield yourself into the hands of Christ—~ 
and he will provide for you—he will guide you—he will defend you— 
he will give you a share in those riches that shall survive the ruinsi@P the 
great burning day. 


By Rev. RICHARD 8S. STORRS. 


Amos iv. 12.—Prepare to meet thy God. 


“ Gop is not far from every one of us.” “He compasseth our path, 
and knoweth our lying down and rising up.” In the closet, the sociak 
circle, and the sanctuary—in the house and by the way—nay, in every 
department of life he is present, to observe and to succeed or frustrate our 
purposes. More than this—*if we ascend into heaven, he is there ; if 
we make our bed in hell, behold he is there: if we take the wings of the 
morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the.sea, even, there dees his 
hand lead us, and his right hand uphold us.” “ Whither shalt we: fles 
from his presence %” 

But there is another sense in which God meets the children of men. 
There are those that love and obey him ; and to them he furnishes 
admonitions of their sins and duties ; smiles on their efforts to serve 
grants them precious consolations, and sweet earnéats of the reward laid 
up for the just in heaven. 

Others there are who reject his authority, and pour dishonor on his 
name ;—~and these he meets as an adversary, with merited rebuke and 
righteous indignation. To such a meeting rebellious Israel is summoned 
in the text :—a summons that will one day be pened: by. all pemaneniay 
sinners.  ~ 

But can it be, that He who has styled himself. “the God of loves” 
will ever come in robes of vengeance, and visit on men their iniquities, 
according to the literal tenor of his threatenings? Will He, who is mer- 
ciful and gracious—he who is compassionate and kind—be s0 inexorably 
just, that he will never clear the guilty? Inquiries like these doubtless 
arose in the minds of the Israelites ; for, in the context, they are referred 
towhat he had already done to them, as proof that he would execute his 
threatenings against them to the full, unless repentance and reformation 
intervened. “I Aave given you cleanness of teeth and want of bread in 
all your cities, I have smitten you with blasting and mildew, and sent 
the palmer-worm to devour the fruits of your fields. I have sent among yow 
the pestilence after the manner of Egypt—and I have overthrown you, as 
God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah ; yet ye have not returned unto me.” 

Famine, pestilence, and sword—those terrible ministers of justice in 
this world, had nearly depopulated the land, and converted it into adesert. 
And, more than all this, was denounced—even total extirpation—“I will 
draw you away with hooks, and your posterity with fish-hooks—not a 
remnant shall remain.”—“ Thus will Ido unto thee, O Israel; thereforey 
“ prepare to meet thy God,” as thy Judge! 

The fact, that God is one day to ue anak Le reap genre 
shegii,scastesin: as to contecnpiate seriously, 
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L. His judicial character, 

Il. The preparation necessary for meeting him in peace. 

Observe then, 

I. His judicial character. Four points in it demand special attention; 
viz. His Righteousness, Benevolence, Knowledge, and Power. 

1. His righteousness. God has no disposition to invade the rights, nor 
to impugn the just claims of any being in the universe. “All his ways 
are judgment, a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he.” 
“ Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” His cherished affec- 
tions, and chosen course of action shall determine his destiny. 

Every law of God is righteous, both in its principle and penalty—is 
perfectly adapted to the capacities of his creatures—commended to their 
consciences—fitted to promote their welfare, and ensure them the posses~ 
sion of enduring happiness. And in the execution of law, entire impar- 
tiality is maintained. None will be punished beyond his demerits. None 
will be exempted from punishment because of adventitious elevation or 
factitious distinction among his fellows. The high and the low—the rich 
and the poor—the Scythian and the barbarian—the bond and the free— 
will find their sentence awarded, agreeably to the eternal principles of 

ight, : ; 
oo His benevolence. “There is none good but one—that is, God.” Of 
all. goocness. in the universe, he is the fountain and head. From him 
every beam of benevolence flows that irradiates any corner of the world 
—and to him every reflected beam converges, surrounding his throne with 
its brightest splendors. 

Strict righteousness, regardless of every thing but its legitimate end,’ 
would exterminate the race of man from the earth at once—and i 
all to realms of darkness and despair. But, blended with benevolence, it 
dispenses benefits to the undeserving—reserves to those under the curse 
of the law, a season of probation—bestows on them common mercies in 
abundance—proffers them life and immortality—points out the way to 
escape destruction—urges motive on motive to repentance—and pro- 
vides refreshment and consolation for the fainting spirit, during its conflicts 
and sufferings. 

It.is in vain to contend that the benevolence of God does not consist 
with severe inflictions of his wrath—or that it breaks up the establi 
connection between sin and sorrow, and assures the simmer of deliverance 
from the second death. It is no more inconsistent with the benevolence of 
God to subject the sinner to the gnawing of the worm that never dies, in 
a future state, than to subject him to pain here. His condition may as 
well be according to his character, hereafter as in the present life—and 
there is no more incongruity between the benevolence of God and the 
misery of the sinner, in eternity, allowing that no injustice is done him— 
than between the benevolence of God and the sufferings of the sinner in 
thts life. And the numberless diseases that are abroad, carrying desola- 
tion and wo intw the habitations of men—may well persuade us that all 
the threatened judgments of eternity may be executed on the persevering 
transgressor, not less consistently with Divine goodness, than with right- 
eousness and truth. 

Yet, while we know that God is good, we have security that He will 


_ bestow on every creature all such blessings as they can receive without 
injustice done to God himself, and to other holy intelligences, “O that 
men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful 
works to the children of men!” 

3. His knowledge. “The Lord is a God of knowledge, and by him 
actions are weighed.” 


We can imagine a judge, disposed to do right, and to show all favorto. . ss 


a criminal that the case will admit, yet falling into error, and passing un- 
righteous judgment, through the single defect of Knowledge: he may not 
perfectly comprehend the law—or he may not be furnished with all the 
necessary evidence in the case—or he may overlook essential points in 
that evidence—and of course his decision may not be equitable. : 

Not so with the Judge of all the earth. He that framed the law, shall 
not he understand it? He that looketh to the ends of the earth, and seeth 
under the whole heaven, shall not he fully understand the evidence on - 
which judgment is to be rendered? Surely, “ his eyes are on all the-ways 
of men, and he seeth all their goings. He searcheth all hearts, and under- _ 
standeth all the imaginations of the thoughts.” Whatever motive toaction 
influences the human heart, he knows it perfectly. Whether a transgres- 
sion proceed from infirmity or deliberate purpose, from ignorance or ma- — 
levolence—none can instruct him. Every circumstance that contributes 
to exten or aggravate the plea—every plea of the sinner in vindica- 
tion of ti conde and every excuse that he may urge in palliation—is 
wei ' understood by him, while he takes not counsel of any. On 
him falsehood can never be imposed for trath—nor can his eye be diverted 
from the great point in which the guilt of transgression lies. “ His manent 
standing is infinite.” 

4. His power. “The thunder of his power who can understand 
Behold the heavens that he has garnished with ‘ten: thousand thousand 
worlds !—Or examine the foundations of the earth—suspended upon no~ 
thing but his pleasure—maintaining an unobstructed course amid’ innt- 
merable other worlds, and furnishing every accommodation ‘to intelli- 
gencies, who are destined never to die—Behold him measuring oceans in: 
the hollow of his hand, meting out the heavens with a span, comprehend- 
ing the dust of the earth ina measure, weighing the mountains in scales, 
and the hills in a balance—and dving according to his will, in’ the una 
of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth. 

The material universe is fitted up, as a great storehouse of means, for 
the accomplishment of the purposes formed in the Infinite Mind. By 
these, the mercies of God are to be revealed—the judgments of God 'to be 
executed—and every decision on the character of men and angels to be 
carried into effect. 

He is able to “keép his saints from falling, and to. present them fault- 
less before the throne of his glory with exceeding joy :” And when “he 
stretcheth out‘his hand against his enemies, both he that helpeth and he 
that is holpen shall fall together.” “ Who knoweth the power of his 
anger?” Is it not “a fearful thing to fall into the hands of - living. 
God ” 

Forget not—ye, that are borne onward, in time’s rapid flight, tothe bar 
of judgment—that the same God sits judge on your destiny 1 who 
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Onee swept the earth of every living thing—overthrew the cities of the 
era mabe J ae Matches 
chosen city, in anger—and has since spread desolations far and wide; 
dark and fearful, over the world—all in illustration of his judicial character. 
And He it is, who still says of his enemies—* Though they dig into hell, 
thence shall mine hand take them; and though they climb up to heaven, 
thence will I bring them down :” «I will set mine eyes upon them for evil, 
and not for good.” 
’ Behold then your final Judge ;—so pure, that the very heavens are not 
clean in his sight; so good, that his mercy itself is to be feared ;s0 
deep in understanding, that none can search it out: so powerful, that none 
can say to him, “What doest thou!” Before such a Judge, who can 
stand? Must we not all say, with the man after God’s own heart-—« Enter 
not into judgment with thy servant, O Lord, for in thy sight shall no flesh 
living be justified ?” 

Let the reverence and awe that thus filled the heart of David possess 
our bosoms, and we shall be ready to consider the second part of our 
subject—viz. :-— . 

IL. The preparation for meeting God in peace. 

On this point many absutd notions are held—and to one or two of them 
some attention is due. 





Say some—no other preparation for meeting God is necesdaty than 
Sorrow for our sins,—our tears and prayers cannot fail to mové"fiis com- 
passions. But, was ever man more overwhelmed by conscious guilt, or 


more deeply stricken with remorse, than Jupas. Did ever man feel more 
keenly, or attest his feelings more clearly than he, when he threw down 
the wages of his iniquity, and went and hanged himself to escape the 

of an accusing conscience? Yet this man, was “the son of per- 
dition,” and “ went to his own place ;” and Scripture has declared, that 
“it had been better for him never to have been born.” No. Anguish 
of’ spirit makes no satisfaction for sin—tears blot it not from the records 
of heaven—and terrors disarm it not of its power to blast the hopes of the 
soul for ever ! 

Who ever heard—who ever dreamed, that either justice or compassion 
required the of sorrows a criminal to be regarded as an atonement for his 
¢rime? Or who ever heard of a law that threatened its transgressor with 
no other punishment than sorrow for his offence ? 

That man would be deemed a lunatic, who should think to escape the 
hold of his country’s violated laws, by pleading his regrets for his offence ; 
and equally beside himself is the sinner, who, after trampling the laws of 
Heaven under foot, expects to avoid the threatened consequences by the 
tears of grief. 

But, it is said again, that God can sustain no injury from the sins of 
frail men—and ought therefore to be easily satisfied. It is granted, that 
then cannot destroy the happiness, nor the security of God. But why 
not ?—Because he has power to defend himself—because, wrapped in his 
own infinite perfections, their wickedness cannot reach him—and then, 
another question— 

How Site he defend himself? Obviously by defending his law—that 
law which ‘the sinner strives to break down, and wishes annihilated. But 
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divine government is at an end—and the moment when it can betrans- 
gressed with impunity, it is destroyed; and it is then with 
impunity, when its penalty shall cease to be executed; but) its penalty is — 
for having broken it ; and therefore sorrow cannot make it 
holler render needless the infliction of threatened suffering. : 
Moreover, the evil of sin is not to be estim ‘the amount of injury 
on God it actually accomplishes ; but rather to its tendencies, or 
what it would accomplish if unrestrained. } is not too much to say, 
that unrestrained, it would go on to break down destroy, till not a yes- 
tige of human enjo remained—till the besom of destmuetion had 
swept over heaven—till Jehovah had been despoiled of his: 
ao rt and his being annihilated. A depopulated world,a 
wasted universe—a blended hell and heaven—a mighty chaos without @ 
Couee control its elements, would form the gloomy but certain trophies of 
dominion. 
And can Reason, clouded as it is, teach that such an evil may be expiated 
by tears ?—that the sinner will be crowned with eternal life in considera- 


tion of his sorrows, when his dispositions are such that without Almighty a 4 


power to restrain him he would fill the universe with misery ? 

And, if the tears of the sinner will avail nothing, can he: present any 
other offering with acceptance t 

Simon; the soveerer thought that the gift of God might be purchased sith 

. Cain presented the first fruits of the field. Jacob devoted the 
spoils of Amalek. Ahab multiplied the altars of Baal. And the Pharisee 
eee fated om preyed-end internally hops oll becca 
from his youth up.—Were they accepted ? 

God has said,“ I will have mercy, and not sacrifice.” “ I will take 
bullock out of thine house, nor he-goat out of thy flocks ; for every “| 
is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills. IfI were hungry, L-would 
not tell thee, for the world is mine and the fulness thereof. Will I eat the 
fiesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats ?” 

Two principles are here disclosed, on which God rejects the sacrifices 
of the sinner. 

1. The sinner has nothing of his own to offer to God. 

2. If he had any thing, God does not need it. And. are they not hoth 


true? What can the sinner call his own? Is he more than the steward , 


of another’s estate? And what steward will take a portion of his offended 
master’s property, pebarwraprbeprweersaat wgiestoriin 

God is the sole proprietor of all the sinner has in 
lay his hand en nothing, and say, This is not,God’s. He might be stripe 
faihis of all that he has, and sent to death and judgment in an hour, 
and have no ground of complaint. To attempt, then, to cancel any mea- 
sure of his guilt, by offering to God any portion of his property, or any 
other talent committed to him, is an insult for which he might justly be 
sent to perdition withoyt delay. And then again— 

Uf the sinner held any thing independent of God, yet God has no need 
of it—and hence the pertinency of the prophet’s interrogatories," Where- _ 
with shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before the high God? _ 
Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings—with calves of a year old 












Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands 
of rivers of oil? Shall I give the first-born for my transgressions ; the 
fruit of the body for the sins of the soul? Nothing of all this does God 
require. He needs no such sacrifices, and cannot be pleased with them, 
because they are not commanded. _ 

It is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats should take: away 
sin. And, when Christ cometh into the world, he saith to the Father, 
“ Sacrifices and offerings, and burnt-offerings for sin, thou wouldst not, 
neither hadst pleasure therein.” Even all the sacrifices of the Jewish 
dispensation were valueless, though divinely appointed, except as types 
of the great atoning Sacrifice they faintly shadowed forth. 

Preparation can be made to meet God in peace, only by accepting 
of Christ as our Saviour. This act of acceptance is called Faith. By 
faith are’we justified, and have peace with God. Faith approves of the 
law which man has broken, and which Christ has magnified—asyiiply, 
just, and good——consents fully to the equity of the sentence passed on the 
transgressor—looks into the world of despair as the just desert of the 
sinner—and asks no other way of escape, than Heaven has provided by 
the propitiation made for sin. 

It is one thing, you will remark, to believe that Christ came into the 
world, and suffered for the redemption of man—and another to accept of 
him as our only Savior. It is one thing, to believe with the understand- 
ing; and another to believe with the heart. “The devils believe and 
tremble.” It is one thing to confess the justice of God’s claims, and 
‘another to yield to those claims. Faith is more, far more, than an infel- 
tellectual assent to one, or all the truths connected wtth Christ’s mission, 
for such an assent may be given, while yet no transforming influence has 

on the soul, and no impression of God's image is made there. 

Faith in Christ involves a thorough regeneration of all the moral powers. 
It involves the unreserved renunciation of personal righteousness— 
together with self-abhorrence, and the consecration of the whole soul to 
the service of God. 

Faith constitutes. a new and powerful principle of action. It elevates 
the affections from the creature to the Creator, It gives to every faculty 
a new direction—clears away a thousand obscurities from spiritual 
objects—and removes from the heart the host of prejudices that once ren- 
dered it hateful. ‘The unbeliever lives only for himself, or the narrow 
circle around him; the believer lives for God and the universe. The 
unbeliever inquires, “ who will show me any good?” The believer cries, 
“ Lord, what wilt thou have me to do!” The unbeliever has his eye 
always on the honors and,pleasures of the world; the believer contem- 
plates the glory of Christ and the wide extension of a hallowing influence 
over the hearts of men, as the only object worth living for. “Old things 
have passed away, and all things have become new.” 

Faith is the homage which the soul pays to Christ as the “first and 
the last,” in the government of the world—as the Almighty Protector of 
the cause of righteousness—as sustaining the whole weight of that moral 
-kingdom, in which centre all the hopes and happiness of creatures, and all 
the glories of the godhead—as maintaining the honor and securing the 
strength of that great law of love, which forms the only medium of happy 
intercourse between God and other beings. _ 
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In this light are we required to contemplate Christ—and then, to east 
ourselves at his feet, exclaiming, “Lord, save, or I perish.” For on Him 
is our help laid; and “ there is no other name given under heaven, where- 
by we can be saved.” It will avail nothing, to “thank God that we are 
not as other men are ;”—nor to carry back our talents, and say, “ Here, 
Lord, thou hast that is thine ;"—nor to plead, that we “ verily thought we 
ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth ;” nor 
to accuse him openly, as an austere man, reaping where he has not sown, 
and gathering where he has not strewed.” In all this show of excuse and 
palliation there is no safety. On Jesus our eyes must be fastened. To 
Jesus our homage must be paid. For Jesus we must live and die ; Jesus 
must be our All in All—else the day of judgment will reveal an angry 
God, from whose wrath there is no escape, and whose lips will declare the 
sentence of our condemnation,—“ Depart, ye eursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels.” 


REFLECTIONS. é : 

1, Our condition in the present world is a very solemn one. Who ean 
reflect on the character of our final Judge—or the aversion of the natural 
heart to the only terms on which he will meet us in peace—and the con- 
sequences of meeting him as an enemy—without astonishment at. the 
general levity of mankind! 

The world is the field of preparation for death and judgment, Time, the 
only allotted period for the work. And can it be wise to whirl away life, 
in devotion to the pleasures of animal nature—or in the accumulation-of 
riches and honors that death will annihilate? Where are the thoughts of 
men! What are their expectations? What their gains? Are they in 
pursuit of happiness? But happiness is found only in securing the end for 
which they are fitted in their original constitution—and that end is no- 
thing else than serving and glorifying God. If they propose another end, 
disappointment awaits them, and they sink for ever beneath their efforts 
to resist the purpose of Heaven. ‘ 

Every thought, feeling, and action are sinful, which do not coincide with 
the great laws of our being. Whatever is done or attempted, whatever is 
suffered or enjoyed, in counteraction of these laws, adds to the sinner’s 
guilt, and will aggravate his final misery. Whatever may be his efforts 
and whatever his hopes, unless they centre on the great end, of preparing 
to meet God by faith in Christ, he sows the wind, and will reap the 
whirlwind. 

All who hear me are soon to appear before the Judge. You will stand 
or fall, for eternity, by the question—Have you the faith that “over. 
comes the world?” If, serving God from day to day, in the spirit of 
Christ, you will come off more than conquerors over death and hell; but 
otherwise you are collecting fuel, by all your self-indulgence, for your 
own destruction in the great burning day. 

O, who can calculate the value of man’s short existence in the present 
world! Here the soul is fitted for heaven or for hell. Here the charac- 
ter is formed, for the society of angels or the abode of fallen spirits. 
Hence we go to meet that God, whose eyes are like a flame of fire, and 
who has sworn that he will take vengeance on his enemies. And now we 
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Below us the billows roar,—and they are the billows of death! Above 
us opens the bright expanse of heaven: thence a voice proceeds, * Come 
up hither.” An arm of mercy too is stretched forth, and comes within 
our reach, Shall we not seize its proffered aid—and let the waves of 
destruction dash harmless at our feet? Or shall we reject it—and sink 
for ever into the abyss yawning beneath ? 

O sinner, behold your situation. The day of decision is at hand. The 
Judge standeth at the door. Are you prepared to meet him? 

2. I wish to propose the inquiry, distinctly, to every individual before 
me,—-Have you been driven by the terrors of the Lord, or led by the arm 
of his mercy, to renounce your own righteousness for ever, and lay hold 
on Christ, as your only Hope? | 

The plan of salvation revealed, is full. Its provisions are ample, The 
chief of sinners can ask no more. But have you accepted those provi- 
sions? Do you value them, according to the price paid for them—and the 
magnitude of the blessings in their train? They will not be thrown away 
on, those who care not for them. 

The king who spread the marriage feast, invited all to come—-€yen 
those in the streets and lanes of the city. And provision, enough for all, 
and to spare, was made; but none was sent abroad to those that refusediy, 
to come; and if any came without a wedding garment, they were, sent 
away in disgrace. 

So, however abundant the provisions of the gospel, there are limits o 
the participation of them, beyond which they profit nothing. If men will 
not come to the feast—or if they will come arrayed in their own 
ness, before them the table is spread in vain. .Though Christ has died, 
they are not cleansed in his blood—and though he has said, “ whosoever 
will, let him come”—the bread and the wine are not for them. 

And now, I repeat the question, have you laid hold on Christ, as 
your only refuge from the impending storm? Have you found a place 
within that only ark of safety? - 

Or are you not thinking more lightly on the subject of preparation for 
the solemnities of judgment, than its importance demands? And are you 
not saying of Christ“ we cannot have him to reign over us %” 

But, I hear you say,—* ere death comes, we mean to begin the service 
of God;” “ when debility and age are upon us—when sickness, and the 
king of terrors meet us—then the claims of religion shall not be over- 
looked, nor the great business of life neglected !”—And, 

Are these your best purposes? And for these will God meet you.as a 
friend? O sinner, is it so, that his yoke is grievous—that his commands 
are unreasonable, and incompatible with your happiness! Think again. 
You cannot be happy in obeying God! Cannot be happy in the imita- 
tion of angels and of Christ! What an insult on your Maker! What an 
insult on your blessed Savior! Think again. And remember, that you 
must soon meet this insulted God, this injured Savior, in the clouds of 
heaven ! 








